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PRINCE RUPERT 
HIS 


DECLARATION. 


T will-ſeeme ſtrange (no donbt) ro ſeeme 


Fx 
+ ? dv inprint, my knowne diſpoſition being ſo 
os Eq contrary to this {cribliug age ; and ſuve I 


'8T.@g had not put my ſelfe upon a Declarations 
if in common prudence 1 could have dore 
a Otherwilſc. . 

3 1neccdnot tell the world (for it is too 
well knowne)what malicious lying Pampblets are printed 
againſt mee almoſt every morning, whereby thoſe. bufie me 
ſtrive torender me as odious as they would have me, 2gainſt 
whom doubtleſſe I had ſooner declared, but that I Sell kw 
this mutinous lying ſpirit would be eaſily convinced, but ne- 
ver ſilenced , which, as it ceaſeth at no-time, ſo ir ſpares no 
perſon. Ard this was too manifeſt to me, by thoſe bold, odi- 
ous and impoſible nntruths forged againft His ſacred Maje- 
ſtie, their owne King and Soveraigne (ahd my Gracious and 
Royall Uncle) who is onely guilty ofthis,that he is too good 
to be their King ; and to deale clearly, this was it furniſhed 
me with ſufficient patience, thinking it but reaſonable: that I 
fhould be flandered as well as Hts Majeftie.-- 

But fince it hath pleaſed my Lord Wharton to tell the 
whole City of Lozden openly at Guildhall, and fince to tell 
irallthe world mgpns; that one great cauſe of their preſer- 

> Wa 


vation at. Edge-bill, was the barbarouſneſle and inhumaniry of 
A3-: Prince 


(2) 
Prince Rupert and his Troopers, that we ſpared neither chan, 
womat, nor child, and the thing which we aimeat is pillage 
and plundering, arid-the way which we would-come by it- is 
murrhering and deſtroying ; ſince ſuch a charge as this comes 
fromſucta'mouth> I'hold my ſelfe bond inhonout to ſpeak 
and tel that Lord, thatas mach of his ſpeech as concernes 
mee, is no truer then the reſt: of it, which for the moſt part 
isas falſe as any thivg thar hath been ſpokemor printed-in 
Loxtlantheſe rwo yeares/: and had I knowne his Lordſhips.in- 
tention, I would have asked his rerſoneither before or now at 
Keintoz, if his Lordſhip had but ſtayed ſo long as to be asked 
the queſtion. EE 
But me thinkeT heare the creduloys peop ay Vhat 2" 
was notthe Kings Standard reſcued from them by force? werg 
there: ſomany as 2 0. of our men killed by all the Kings Ca- 
nos? was tot our right wing! long under the plas 
Canons, ſo as{fome'1 7.ſhot of Canon ſhot againſt themgand 


yer not a man of ours ſo much as hurt > Nay, were there pot 


20004laine of the Kings Army, and but 366:of ours zTf 
theſe abominable untruths (wich many more like them in his 
Lordſhips ſpeech) be all true; then (hall he freely charge me 
with-barbarouſneſſe and inhumaniry ; but if theſe be moſt - 
groſſc falſities (as many rhoufand worthy Gerylemen will 
take their oathes they are , rhen'I' muſt profeſſe 1 am ſorry 
that any Baron of the Engliſh Nation ſhould utter ſuch foiy! 
untruths,to deceive the-poore abuſed Citizens of Loxdo: with 
falſe reports, and ſo flinder us. | Twas ever 'my opinion, that 
to valiant man would fpeake a knowne untruth ; nor'ean [ 
blame his Lordſhip or any others faint-heartedueſſe in ſo-bad 
a cauſe as theirs-1s, which doubtleſſe is the reaſon why ſuch” 
Noblemen and Gentrv-in His Majeſties'Army, who hitherto 
had ſpent all theiz.daies(in peace-could then fight fo valiatitly 


_ ex tempore, not valuingtherrlivegand egnais their deareſt 


relations ; ſ0;4s-0ut'! everies) in; their hackney: raiting? Pats 
phlets were forcedto.ſay 3 :The Caralierr to giverh@ Diet: 
his due)fought-very valianth-Andiindeed, had they norihewed: 


rather 
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rather to© much-valonr, our enemies hat had lefle bottorhe 
whereon to ſound any untruths/whereof I 'takethis relation 
tobe one of their maſter-pieces of forgeries, for thar-they 
ſlew as many of ours, as wedid of theirs, is as true,2s that they 

bear-us at Sher/ ourne Caſile and at Worceiter, ©. | 
Now fot byrbarouſneſſe and'inhurmatiity to women” and 
children, whetewtth his Lordſhip and thoſe-mpridene unpu- 
niſhed papers cried daily inthe {trects do continually Alander 
us, I muſt here profeſſe;that I rake that man to be no Souldier 
or-Gentlemn, thar will ftrike (much leſſe kill) a woman or 
a child, if it be in his power to doe the contrary: And I open- 
ly darethe moſt valiant and quick-ſighred of tharlying Fa- 
Qion, to natne thetimg, the perſon; or the houſe,” where any 
child or woman loſt \d muchas 2 haire from rheir head by 
me, or any of our fouldiers. Ina battell, where two- Armies 
fight, many-one hath unfortunately killed his deareſt friend, 
very often thaſe whom willingly hee 'yould otherwiſe have 
ſpared jandwhether any womanor child were killed in this 
ht is morethen I can juſtly ſay : I am forry if there were. I 
ſpeak not how wiltfully barbatous their ſouldters were to the 
Counteſſe Rzvers, tothe Lady Lucas in Eftxy'andi likewiſe 
to:the like perfons of quality: in-Xeat, andiother places : 
Whom have wee'ever puniſhed: for. ſpeaking againit us, as 
they moſt Jewithly- whipped ro death a Cirifen of Lowdon, 
for layiug no more then what was included in His Majeſties 
Proclamation. But ſince they name plundering;whoſe mo- 
nies ? nay, whoſe Armes havewe raken away; unteſſe rheirs, 
who atually had; or at leaft declared they rwould uſe them 
2zainſt His Majeſties Army 7'Andfor thav'lietle:cloth bor- 
rowed for our ſouldiers (vwherewith their: Pamphlers make 
ſach a noiſe) His Majeſty by Gods help will ſec it betrer paid 
for, then any thing they have takenupon pablith;Farith. What 
hue hare we ranſacked,'as they did thet Earle of Nerhamp- 
2 mangling and qutt ing 1h piects zich chaires,beds,flooles 
and/hangings ; drinking a» mucly-and: as long as they 'wers 
abte; then letting the reſt run out upon the ficore, ahenas the 
| very 


&) 
yEarle of Eſex his houſe at Chartley ſuffered not the leak 
damage by us- What Churches have we defaced,as they did 
at Cafterbury , Oxford, Worceſter, and many other places > 
whoſe pockets have vve pickt ever to the value of three pence, 
under pretence of ſearching for letters, as they lately did in 
Gleceterſbire, and particularly this laſt week at #mdſor and 
Fxtridge 21s it not their uſuall praftice firſt to runcer 
2 mans houſe of all plate. and monies, and then imprifon him 
as a Delinquent, for no other fault, but becauſe he ſtood loy- 
all to his Prince ; as if it vveretoo little totake a mans eſt te, 
unlefſe alſothey rob him of his innocence ?-Have they nor 
Paelgg ng _ priſons = age ne _—_—_ 
ſhops, udges | £S, NI41terS O 0 S 4 L.2WYcErs 
and Gentlemen of al conditions and 'Counties ? for vvhat 
(God knowes) they themſelves know not : infomuch 2s now 
they are enforced to find our new priſons for rhe Knights, Al- 
dermen, and ſubſtantiall Citizens of London, who ate now 
thruſt in thither only becauſe they are ſuſpected to loye their - 
King ? Have they not by impriſonment or threats muzzeled - 
rhe mouthes of the moſt grave and learnedft Preachers of 
London > vvitneſſe Doctor Feath, DoRor Hayward, Door 
Holdſwortb, Ma fter Shwute, Maſter Squrre, Maſter Griff:th,and 
many others (for ſo-I am informed theſemenare) becauſe 
preach that which their conſcience tells them is the 
kgowne truth. And vvho are countenanced but ignorant and 
ſeditions teachers, vvho (like the Maſſe Prieſts of old) call 
mightily'on thepeople for: their plate and money for their 
patrons and rhemfelves ?-vvho, befides ther. daily Pulpit 
treaſons, veut ſachother Divinity, as if Lather vvere living, . 
he vvould bluſk to.call them Proteſtants: And if rhis be nor 
cruelty, injuſtice, and tyranny, Jet -God and poſterity judge. 
Mow for any-looſenefle 'or inciviliry in, our ſouldiers more- - 
then-vvhat is incidenr and common: to great Armies, I vu, 
they would not mention it, leſt ſome impartiall readers, w 
know their courſes, underftand it ts be meant by ſome of their 
great Reformers, vwhoarc that way as nororiouſly guilty as 


ally 2 . 
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any : And for my ſelfe, I appeale to the conſciences of thoſe , 
Lords and Gentlemen, vvho are my daily witneſſes, and ro 
thoſe! people vvhereſoever our Army harh been, vwhat they 
know, or have obſerved in my carriage, which might not be- 
come one of my quality, and che ſon of a King. And whereas b 
they ſlander us for Popiſh Cavaliers, I with therewere no 
more Papiſts 1n their Lines then vve have in ours ; but to me 
tis no vvonder with what face they can ſlander us formendi(- 
affeted to the Proteſtant Religions vvhen as their grand 'Re- 
formers refuſe tocome to Church. For His ſacred Majeſty 
I havebcena frequent vvitneſfſe here in England (and all the 
world knowes he never ſhewed himſelf otherwiſe) and there- 
fore hold it tobe my part and dnry to tell them,that His Ma- 
jeſty is the moſt faithfull and beſt defender of the Proteſtant 
Religion of any Chriftian Prince in Ewrope, and is fo atconn- 
red by all the Princes in Chriſtendome. And what a graci- 
ous ſupporter hath he been in particular tothe Queene of Be- | 
bemia (my vertuous Royal! mother) andto-the Prince Ele- 
@or, my Royall brother, no man can be ignorant of ; if there- 
fore in common gratitude T do my utmoft tn defence of His 
dlajely; 20 that cauſe whereof hee hath ey Al 

reat and happy a patron ; no ingemions man birt muſt thinke 
: moſt reaſonable : And for my ſelfe, the world kttows-how 
deeply I have ſmarted;and vvharperils I have undergone for 
the Proteſtant cauſe, vvhat ſtately large promiſes vere offe- 
red me vvould I conſent ; and ne fo a wretched cloſe impri- 
ſonment vvas threatned, if I refuſed to change my Religton, 
vvhen I was captiveto the Bmperour of Germazy, enough to 
ſatisfic any man of moderation - But if ic be nor ſufficient, I 
vould to God all Engliſhmen were at union amongſt them- 
ſolves » then vvith what alacrity vvould I venture my life to 


ſerve this Kingdome ym thoſe cruell Popiſh Rebels in 
treland-: fr romp wittnever fight inany untiptireon; 


quarrell, yetto defend the King, Religion aud Lawes of a 
Kingdome againſt ſubjets, who are up 1n armes againſt their 
Lord and Soveraigne, and ſuch (all good wiſe men know pr” 
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, and: okay 6 Ireland to be } though the pretence: looke ſeveral 
a,cauſe, niy-conſcience tells-mee.is full of pie 
radplice uſtice : and-f ic pleaſe Godto:wdiny daies;inir; Lk 
thinke my Jad b fpent-yvith 2s much honour and religh 
on, as-if I were-taken off my knees at-my prayers.” I thi 
py 4 aagephat mw Pn ng; for fure1/feare nor 
of any-manalive, yet repute 1t the greateſt 
I Ns noon to lee His Majeſty enter 27 in 
Page dding one dropof bloud : where, I'date ſay 
and Mok are witnefſes-I lye not) no Citizen 
ſhould be plunderggeet © one penny or farthings whereby that 
ity Lani pcooiartine de- 
iperptewy it 4 | 2 mol ſtrange, falſe'andbor- 
ton. -which ſome body(without ere) 
muſt þ hand the.day of : Jadgemene,) if they eſcape '2 


on as oo 
Ir: 
do Fecha ion, th. f England or 
hope to.car crc umlley pl the < Sly ethondon, Jr 
Peace Or warre, 
So Mend void or 9D «ng 
CuaRkias.!, i. Nor 
o—— ge ; Wy PE FR. 
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